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What is JSTOR? 
 
JSTOR provides full text/image access to back issues (ranging from 1-5 years ago in publication and 
prior) of more than 500 scholarly journals in various fields including: African American Studies, 
Anthropology, Asian Studies, Biological Sciences, Botany, Business, Ecology, Economics, Education, 
Finance, Health and General Sciences, History, Language and Literature, Mathematics, Philosophy, 
Political Science, Population Studies, Sociology, and Statistics.  Many of the journals in JSTOR date 
back in coverage to the 1800's.   
 
Accessing JSTOR 
 
From the library’s homepage (http://lib.sdstate.edu) click RESEARCH DATABASES. Scroll down 
and click JSTOR.  To begin searching, click SEARCH, or to browse the list of titles alphabetically or 
by discipline, click BROWSE.  Off-campus access is available to SDSU students, faculty and staff 
members. Contact a librarian at the library information desk to obtain a password:  Phone 605-688-
5570, or toll-free at 1-800-786-2038; e-mail: blref@sdstate.edu.  
 
Browsing 
 
Find a specific journal issue or article by clicking on BROWSE.  Next, browse by discipline, or click 
ALPHABETICAL LIST OF JOURNALS to browse the alphabetical title list.  Click the title, volume or 
issue of the desired journal.  Return to the search page at any time by clicking SEARCH in the 
toolbar at the top of the screen. 
 
Basic and Advanced Searching 
 
Basic, advanced search and article locator search forms are available.  To conduct a basic search, 
enter keywords and click SEARCH.  An advanced search allows keyword searching of multiple 
fields using a drop-down menu including: full-text, author, article title, abstract and caption.  On the 
advanced search form:    

 Narrow your search by combining terms using AND:  feminist history AND social 
movement 

 Broaden your search by combining terms using OR:  child OR adolescent 
 Exclude terms using NOT:  child NOT infant 
 Wildcard:  Use the * to search for multiple endings from one word root.  For example, typing  

behavior* will search for items containing words starting with behavior, such as behavior, 
behavioral, behaviorist, behaviorism, or behaviorally 

 Phrase searching.  Use quotation marks to search for a phrase(s):  "campaign finance" 
 Limit by date.  Type dates in the date range boxes.   
 Limit by one or more types of sources, such as articles, reviews and editorials using the 

check boxes.  
 Perform cross-disciplinary searches by selecting several disciplines or journals in one 

search.  Click on the + next to the discipline to expand the list and select individual journals 
for searching. 

 TIPS:  For search assistance at any time, click TIPS at the top of the screen.    
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Displaying Search Results: 
 
Records matching your search query are automatically displayed in brief format. You have the option 
to sort the citations in one of four ways:  most recent first, oldest first, by relevance or by journal 
name.  You may view up to 100 citations per page, which allows you to save, e-mail or print your list 
of search results for later use.  Click MODIFY YOUR SEARCH to return to the search screen. 
 
Article Locator Search: 
 
Locate a specific article by entering citation information on the article locator form.  Fill in as many 
fields as possible. The more information provided, the better.  Leave unknown fields empty. It is not 
necessary to fill in every field to perform a search. Boolean operators and field abbreviations do not 
work in the Article Locator.  
 
Additional Features: 

 
 Stable URL provides a link where this article may consistently be accessed  online at a 

future date.  Instructors may provide this URL to students to provide access to an article 
via JSTOR.  Users must have access to JSTOR to use a stable URL, and an off-campus 
user name and password is required for authorized users.  Contact the Library 
Information Desk at:  (605)688-5570 to obtain the user name/password.  

 Table of Contents provides content information for the current article's volume/issue.   
 Set Preferences allows you to select printing and downloading options, character and 

image display, and onscreen page size.  
 Save Citation.  JSTOR citations can be saved to a Saved Citations List for copying, 

printing, emailing, and export to bibliographic software such as EndNote, ProCite, 
Reference Manager, RefWorks, or spreadsheet software such as Microsoft Excel. 
Individual citations can be saved by clicking the SAVE CITATION link listed above each 
JSTOR item displayed on the Search Results and Table of Contents pages.  

 
Printing/Downloading: 
 
When viewing an article, the PRINT link below the navigational toolbar leads to a page of printing 
options.  Click PROCEED WITH PRINTING to print using Adobe Acrobat Reader.  Your article or 
citation will now reappear on the screen.  Click the “Print” button on your browser toolbar at the top 
of the screen, and follow the printing commands. To download, click the DOWNLOAD link below the 
navigational toolbar. Follow individual instructions listed on the “Download Article” page.       
 
For more information contact a reference librarian at (605)688-5570, toll-
free at (800)786-2038, or e-mail to:   blref@sdstate.edu 
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